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HOW TO 
CHOOSE 
YOUR 
CRUISE 
What kind of Traveler are you?



Who are you 
traveling 

with? 

• Just the two of you  

• Parents with young children 

• Multi generation group 

• Large corporate group 

• Ladies group of crafters 

• Party animals  

• Traveling solo 

• Seniors traveling on longer cruises

Who you travel with may change your travel style. We do far 
different things when we travel with the kids than we do if we are 
alone. When I was single my taste was different then too.  

Your ages will make a difference too. Do your research or ask your 
travel agent to help you match you with the right kind of 
experience you are looking for.  

Multi Generation groups often may be better suited to the larger 
and newest cruise ships. They offer far more options for 
entertainment for all ages than the smaller ships. 

Consider MSC cruises, Royal Caribbean and Holland America.  

“TIP. Choose a newer ship for the 
best and most up to date 

amenities”.



Parents with young children may crave some well earned 
“alone time” so choosing a cruise ship that offers a great 
kids club that they will want to go to  will make all the 
difference in making that happen.  

My kids used to wake up in the morning and couldn’t wait 
to go to the kids club to meet their new friends and take 
part in all the activities on offer. This left me time to sit 
back and enjoy the ride, read a book, work or just laze by 
the pool. 

Disney cruises  offer plenty of adults only spaces as they 
know that there will be plenty of time for parents to enjoy 
this quality time while they keep the kids happy!  

Before cruising with kids, discuss rules about safety and 
guidelines regarding on board behaviour with your 
children. With older kids, set clear rules about the degree 
of freedom they will have during the cruise and family 
commitment expectations. For example, I like all family 
members to have dinner together every evening, I make 
this clear before boarding the ship. I’m paying so at least I 
get to see them once a day as the rest of the time they are 
off and gone having fun.  



• Look for ports of call that offer fun activities for the kids to 
enjoy. Older kids would probably enjoy beach days or 
even an Alaska cruise where they can explore and take 
lots of photos  

• Larger cruise ships that are newer such as the Oasis Class 
of Royal Caribbean and the New larger Norwegian 
Cruise lines ships. MSC also has lots to offer kids 

• For teens look for ships with plenty of sports. Ones that 
have team sports arranged and activities they can get 

involved in. Good Wifi will be on their Wishlist and 
instagrammable areas to take those beloved selfies. 

• For Babies and toddlers look for s ship with a splash pad 
and play zones for kids. Under fours will not usually be 
allowed to be left alone but many cruises offer baby-
sitting for an additional fee and you will be able to take 
them into the toddler rooms and supervise them. 



Corporate Groups 
and charters
A large corporate or company trip could match to any type 
of cruise. On a larger cruise ship the entertainment offering 
as well as meeting space options and private event rooms 
will best suit the corporate needs. Many cruise companies 
give extra benefits and free rooms base on numbers too 
which works well for groups.  

Large  groups can earn many cabins free and even 
discounts and with a good specialty travel expert on your 
side to negotiate you can even get all kinds of benefits not 
usually available to the public. When you book a corporate 
trip at sea there are many tax breaks that you will qualify for 
so it is an excellent way to incentivize employees and enjoy 
a meeting, convention or incentive trip. 

When I do a large corporate group or charter I spend lots 
of time really understanding the needs of the group 
including any spaces needed, stage time, competitions 
and numbers. There are so many factors to making the trip 
successful. After all this should be a huge perk so you want 
to get it right. 



Holland America Line has partnered with O, The Oprah 
Magazine to combine the eye-opening, life-changing 
wonder of travel with the soul-expanding content found in 
every issue of the magazine. Our award winning program 
gives guests the opportunity to enjoy O-inspired onboard 
programs and to live life to the fullest. Other cruise 

companies also offer theme cruises perfect for groups 
looking for a specific theme to their travel. I have planned 
cruises of Red Hat ladies, Knitters and Quilters, book lovers 
and even a cruise filled with people who love photography 
when we brought on board experts to educate and lead 
photography excursions during the trip. 

Specialty Groups



Millennials want to be busy. Really busy. Larger cruise 
ships may also offer the best option here too. Those 
instagram moments on the largest waterslide, the longest 
zip line or walking the plank from the ropes course high 
above the ocean. Entertainment has to be varied and go 
on long into the wee hours.  

Cruise lines and travel agents alike have noted a major 
increase in millennials cruisers in recent years. ASTA’s 
research bears this out, with almost a third of millennials 
having cruised in the last five years. Overall, 40 percent of 
U.S. travellers overall aged 25 to 70 have been on a cruise. 

Some of the cruise lines have launched specific products, 
such as U by Uniworld, a revamped river cruise experience 
designed specifically for millennials, while many firms 
have altered cruise lengths and destinations.  

I sent one couple on a five day Music Festival cruise and 
they loved it. My client and his fiancé also enjoyed the zip 
lining and snorkelling on shore as well as the beach party 
where the music kept “cruisers dancing in the sand all 
afternoon.”  

Again ask your travel agent for advice… they should know 
all the options!  



Solo Cruiser Tips
Some cruise lines make an effort to cater to solo travellers. 
Some will greatly reduce or even waive single supplements 
in an effort to fill cabins. Some offer meet-and-greets or 
group dining for single cruisers. Additionally, several lines 
now offer dedicated solo cabins, touting priced-for-one 
fares that generally run higher than the per-person cost for 
a double occupancy cabin, but lower than assuming the 
cost of the single supplement on a standard cabin. 

If you are looking for one of the few single cabins on board 
then book very early. Cruises often release their itineraries 
up to two years out so if there are only 12 single cabins on 
board a ship you need to be on the phone to grab those 
early. Or have your travel agent watch for solo specials on 
your favourite cruise line as there are often great deals at 
certain times of year where they reduce or remove single 
supplements.  



Crystal is one of the most popular luxury lines for solos, 
who make up to 25 percent of the line's passengers on 
some sailings. Solo travellers are attracted by the wide 
range of activities onboard, plus singles' parties, 
gentleman hosts for dining and dancing, and supplements 
that can be as low as 30 percent for certain categories. 
Plus, while Crystal Symphony and Crystal Serenity are quite 
spacious, they carry only 848 and 980 passengers 
respectively; a sense of community prevails onboard. 
Cunard has long attracted solo travellers to its traditional 

cruise ships and ocean liners, and the convivial onboard 
atmosphere means that solos can easily make friends with 
their shipmates if they choose. Cunard does try to 
accommodate passengers who wish to dine solo, but this 
depends on how full each voyage is. In general, solo 
travellers are assigned to tables with other singles. In 
addition, gentleman hosts are available to whirl single 
ladies around the dance floor. 



World Cruising

Imagine ticking off your whole 'must see' bucket list in the 
course of one trip - and without having to pack and 
unpack.. 

A world cruise is a life-altering adventure filled with 
extraordinary itineraries that will take you across all seven 
continents and allow you to explore ancient civilizations, 
modern marvels, and incredible natural wonders of the 
world. These incredible journeys offer even the most 
experienced traveler new and life changing experiences 
which will create memories that  last a lifetime. 

Obviously you need to plan ahead for such a long trip - 
you need to clear out your diary, maybe arrange for 
someone to live in your house, certainly find someone to 
look after the pets. So whether you are planning for 2020, 
or already ready to commit for 2021, there are plenty of 
options available and your travel agent should be able to 
walk you through the different benefits of them all. 



River Cruising
If you are prone to motion sickness and want to be always 
close to land you may find a river cruise a perfect fit. 
Furthermore if you are looking to explore the towns and 
villages of Europe then a river cruise is perfect as they go 
right through the middle of the most beautiful towns 
offering great scenery along the way.  

River cruising offers a luxurious, romantic experience for 
those who prefer the style of cruising that is relaxed and 
gentle with great food, great entertainment, and you only 
have to unpack once!  

River cruising is growing in popularity and is certainly my 
all time personal favourite. I particularly love to visit cities 
like Vienna and Budapest. To sample the food and wines of 
the region and interact with the smaller number of 
passengers onboard. Shore excursions are typically 
included on a river cruise, so you can enjoy enriching 
experiences included in the price of your cruise. From food 
markets and wine tasting to bike tours and sightseeing, 
these organized excursions let you experience local living 
with the comfort of a guide.



Capra Cruises

Cityline resident Massimo Capra loves cruising. He’s often 
found on the high seas showing fellow cruisers his 
wonderful creations after enjoying the day on shore 
looking around the wonderful towns the cruise visits. 

On April 1st we depart with Massimo on an exotic cruise 
along the Mekong Delta from Ho Chi Minh City to Siem 
Reap in Cambodia. We will enjoy lots of wonderful food 
and excursions along the way.  

Massimo is also hosting a special Pre Cruise in Thailand for 
three nights prior to the cruise.  

If you would like to learn more about this culinary Bucket 
list trip click here for more information.  




