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Choosing colours for the exterior of your home can be even more of a challenge than the 
interior!  Here are some considerations to keep in mind as you narrow down your options: 

 
• Architectural style and homes context within landscape.  Unless you live in an area 

designated Historic, your options aren’t limited, however it’s helpful to consider the 
architectural era and neighborhood for colour options that compliment 
 

• Elements of the house that won’t change, such as roofing materials and stone or brick 
components. Build your paint palette around these hues and tones to create the most 
harmony 

 
• Hues that at first glance appear dull, will come to life with natural light. Therefore, 

understated, earthy colours tend to work the best outside – Benjamin Moore’s Historical 
Collection is a great place to start! 
 

• A tiny paint chip is not enough Lighting effects colour dramatically - Make your final 
selection OUTSIDE with a large painted sample on different sides of the house and view 
at all times of the day 

 
• Sheen is an important factor Low Lustre is a top choice for the main body colour—it 

hides surface imperfections and cleans well. Semi-gloss paints add extra durability and 
clean up easily, making them a good choice for areas such as windowsills that bear the 
brunt of weather shifts. High gloss finishes make colour look richer but magnify surface 
imperfections. 

 
 

What types of paint are best suited to our climate?  
 
In general, 100% acrylic paints are best suited for the typical Canadian climate that has many 
highs and lows throughout the seasons.  You really do get what you pay for, with higher quality 
products containing higher quality ingredients that increase durability, mildew resistance and 
colour-fastness.  
  
Benjamin Moore’s Aura Exterior Paint is their super premium exterior product with a unique 
resin technology and a proprietary colourant system designed to withstand the harshest 
weather conditions. It offers excellent resistance to peeling, flaking, cracking and mildew. 
   
*Certain materials require special attention and specialty products such as wood or concrete 
flooring and metal surfaces. It’s important to speak with your paint retailer about your project 
to ensure you get the perfect product to suit the job. 

https://www.benjaminmoore.com/en-ca/colour-overview/colour-palettes/historical-collection
https://www.benjaminmoore.com/en-ca/colour-overview/colour-palettes/historical-collection


Benjamin Moore’s Personal Colour Viewer is a great tool to get your colour ideas rolling and for 
both your interior AND exterior!  Try a few options with the preset images, or upload your own 
photos to really explore what the colours will look like in your own space. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.benjaminmoore.com/en-ca/colour-overview/personal-colour-viewer


 

 


